
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
the ABCs of Camellias 

Tuesday, January 17th, 7:00 p.m., Adult 
Building, First Baptist Church, 3500 Walton 
Way, Augusta, GA 

Until Anna and 
Dave Sheets moved 
to SC in 1989, they 
had never seen  
camellias, neither 
flowers or plants.  A 
flower that 

bloomed in the winter just seemed 
unbelievable! To make the story short, they 
have now been growing, showing, and judging 
camellia shows throughout the SE since 2000, 
and found lasting friendships through this 
flower, the “Queen of the Winter Garden.” 
Their PowerPoint program “The ABC’s of 
Camellias” presents the basics of form, size and 
varieties of camellias available in this area and 
will touch on camellia care too. Just like roses, 
camellias come in different shapes, sizes and 
species and Anna and Dave will walk us 
through it. 
Roses in the spring/summer and camellias in 
the fall/winter. Sounds like an ideal pairing. 

Joe Attaway 

 

 
  

 

 

The 
President’s 
Message... 

Those members and 
guests privileged to 
attend last year's (2016 
that is; just 2 weeks ago) 
December meeting 
enjoyed the food, fellowship and entertainment 
we have come to expect when our own Carol 
Hollingsworth invites us all to share our 
December banquet with her.  

We welcomed Elizabeth Cummings and 
Katharine Williamson  as new members at the 
banquet. 

Entering the dormant season for our rose 
gardens we have time to rethink our gardens 
and plan for next growing/blooming season, 
order new roses, correct or upgrade our 

The Monthly Bulletin 
A Non-Profit Organization affiliated 
with The American Rose Society 

Organized in 1960  

theaugustarosesociety.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2016 

In This Issue… 
List of Consulting & Master Rosarians....... Page 2 
Membership Information ........................... Page 2 
From The Smoke Filled Room .................... Page 2 
The Beginner’s Garden ................................ Page 3 
Roses, Kenzans & Water Pics ...................... Page 4 
  Waiting for Alice 
So Many Roses, So Little Space………………Page 5 
Christmas at the Lodge .............................. .Page 7 
Rose Events Calendar................................ ..Page 7 

WHY NOT JOIN US at O’Charley’s, 276 Robert 
C. Daniel Jr. Parkway, at 5:00 p.m. for rose talk 
and good food prior to our regular meeting! 
 

http://theaugustarosesociety.org/The_Augusta_Rose_Society/Home.html
http://www.rose.org/
https://www.facebook.com/TheAugustaRoseSociety/
http://www.theaugustarosesociety.org/
http://www.ocharleys.com/locations/detail/GA/OCharleys-of-Augusta/350


January 2017 The Monthly Bulletin 2 

 
 

  

rose-growing and rose showing interests. I find 
reviewing out bulletin entries for ideas and 
inspiration useful. 

I would remind you that Pam Kolb will be 
getting our bulletin out for the next year. I 
would reiterate my appreciation for the years 
that Paul Blankenship has tirelessly and 
generously taken on this responsibility. 

Marsha Kennedy has taken on the 
responsibility for rose shows for the society for 
this year. Again, thanks to Paul for his tireless 
efforts in this position for years. 

We thank David Sheets for a year of interesting 
programs. Joe Attaway will arrange programs 
for 2017. 

Thank you to our officers, committee chairs 
and consulting rosarians for their help to us all. 

I am hoping that you all enjoyed this festive 
season and look forward to another year of 
your help and suggestions as we enjoy raising 
and delighting in our common interest; the 
rose. 

Feel free to call or text me at 803-215-0157 
with notes of interest for the Society.  I can also 
be reached at ratinsco@atlanticbb.net. 
 

Jack Ratliff 

 
From the Smoke Filled Room… 

There was no December Board Meeting due to the 
Holiday Party at Carol’s Hollingsworth Lodge.  

 

 

The Augusta Rose Society 

Officers 
President ........................................... Jack Ratliff 
1st Vice President ...................... Marcia Kennedy 
2nd Vice President ........................... Joe Attaway 
Secretary ............................ Carol Hollingsworth 
Treasurer ............................ Patricia Timmerman 
Monthly Bulletin Editor ................. Pamella Kolb 
Directors .................. Ginny Allen, George Arndt, 
 Rose Anne Moore, Brenda Ratliff, Millie Reeves 
 

Committee Chairmen 
Consulting Rosarians ....................... Joe Attaway 
Hospitality ....... Linda Boland, Dennis Hillesland 
Charlotte Blankenship, Darlene & Mike Whitmeyer 
Membership ................. Jane & Don Burckhalter 
Special Events .............. Jane & Don Burckhalter 
Publicity, TV ...................... Gwen Fulcher-Young 
Publicity, Print ................................. Ginny Allen 
Web Site Administrator .......... Paul Blankenship 
 

Consulting Rosarians 
Joe Attaway (Master Rosarian).... 706-737-9960 
Linda Boland (Master Rosarian) . 706-394-9075 
Jane & Don Burckhalter ............... 803-279-5429 
Scott Henson ................................ 706-733-5828 
Jim Hinton ................................... 803-279-3854 
 
Disclaimer - The advice and information presented 
in The Monthly Bulletin are believed to be true and 
accurate, but its Editor, the Augusta Rose Society nor 
any member thereof can accept responsibility for any 
error or omission.  The Augusta Rose Society makes 
no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to 
the material contained herein. 
 
Subscriptions are available through membership in 
the Society.  Membership is available to any person 
interested in growing roses.  Meetings are held on 
the third Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Adult Building, First Baptist Church, 3500 Walton 
Way, Augusta, GA.  Dues are $20 per household per 
calendar year and should be mailed to Patricia 
Timmerman, Treasurer, 3055 Maplewood Drive, 
North Augusta, SC 29841.  For more information 
visit theaugustarosesociety.org or contact  
Jack Ratliff, President, at 803-215-0157 or via 
email at ratinsco@atlanticbb.net 

mailto:ratinsco@atlanticbb.net
http://www.theaugustarosesociety.org/The_Augusta_Rose_Society/Home.html
mailto:ratinsco@atlanticbb.net
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The Beginner's Garden 
By Paul Blankenship 

I HOPE your New Year’s resolutions included 
at least one ROSEolution, namely to grow even 
better roses this year! 

BEGIN by 
referring to the 
Society’s Guide 
for Planting, 
Pruning and 
Care of Roses.  
After reading the 
first paragraph of 
the Guide, you 
will be reminded 
of the most 
important 
consideration for 

growing good roses, namely Site Selection.  
Further reading will provide all the 
horticultural tips needed to succeed.  Other 
texts written about rose care are of interest, 
too, but material written by local growers is the 
most relevant source of all!  The Society’s 
Guide is prepared by our most experienced 
growers and Consulting Rosarians; it is 
updated yearly, making it an ideal source for 
new growers. 

NEXT, add a dash of organization and 
dedication to your care program.  Make liberal 
use of our Experienced Growers and 
Consulting Rosarians; they are always willing 
to help via the telephone, email or home visits.  
They are listed in each issue of the newsletter 
and on the reverse of the Guide. And finally, 
attend as many of our meetings as time 
permits.  The information provided by speakers 
is helpful, and the fellowship of other rose 

growers makes our hobby even more fun. 

NOW, consider what type of roses you want to 
grow - those to enhance your landscape, those 
used for cutting, or perhaps a blend of both.  
Then, decide if you want to use sustainable 
growing practices, or more traditional rose 
culture.  And finally, you should realistically 
decide how much time you want to devote to 
growing roses.  If you are pushed for space or 
just starting out, I would advise only planting 
varieties that are known to be hardy and 
vigorous, along with varieties that you have 
seen growing well in local gardens.  Our 
Experienced Growers will help guide you 
through all of these issues. 

THEN, broaden your knowledge and interest 
by reading The DSD Bulletin, an award 
winning quarterly publication of the Deep 
South District (Georgia, Florida and 
Alabama).  The Bulletin is a wonderful source 
for region specific growing information, local 
rose society news, articles of interest to all 
Rosarians, an events calendar and finally, rose 
show results (both Horticulture and 
Arrangements).  The Bulletin will be emailed 
to you along with our newsletter. 

FINALLY, consider joining our national 
organization of rose enthusiasts, the 
American Rose Society. Membership 
includes a subscription to the American 
Rose magazine, the American Rose 
Annual and the Handbook for Selecting 
Roses.  Members also are eligible to receive 
five FREE quarterly specialty bulletins:  
Mini/Miniflora Bulletin, OGR & Shrub 
Journal, Rose Arranger’s Bulletin, Rose 
Exhibitors' Forum, and Singularly Beautiful 
Roses. 

NEED a project for a cold, rainy day?  Clean 

Best of ’04, a great miniature! 

mailto:prblanken@me.com
http://deepsouthdistrict.org/
http://deepsouthdistrict.org/
http://www.rose.org/
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and sharpen your pruning shears and loppers 
in anticipation of the severe pruning to be done 
next month.  You cannot imagine how much 
easier it is to whack back your roses with clean, 
sharp, well-oiled pruning shears!  If you have 
invested in a quality pair of bypass pruning 
shears your job is easier since these shears hold 
their sharpened edge and are designed for 
quick disassembly.  Many manufacturers like 
Felco even make available a small sharpening 
stone designed specifically for their shears. 

APPLY lime now if indicated by your soil test 
results.  Be certain to use dolomitic limestone 
which meets these specifications:  at least 80% 
of the particles should pass through a 100 mesh 
screen and 60% through a 200 mesh screen.  
Most local nurseries and at least one big box 
store (Lowe’s) have quality limestone that 
meets these requirements. 

QUESTIONS?  Call or email our Consulting 
Rosarians or talk with them at the January 
meeting. 

 
Roses, Kenzans & Water Pics 

Waiting for Alice! 
By Pam Kolb 

What is 
better for 
rose-
growers 
than 
showing off 
the fruits of 
their labor? 
What better 
way to do 
that than 
with floral arrangements that combine the 

beauty of roses with other floral and design 
materials chosen to complement and enhance 
the roses? Which design types really showcase 
the rose? Where can you learn to make show-
stopping designs to delight your friends and 
family, share their beauty with the gardening 
public, and perhaps win American Rose Society 
Awards? 

The answers to 
these questions 
and more will 
be provided by 
the Augusta 
Rose Society 
with two (2!) 
upcoming 
events: 1. The 
Augusta Rose 
Society Design 
Workshop, a 
one day design 
class February 
18th at the Aiken County Historical Museum 
that will feature demonstrations by 3 lecturers 
and then a hands-on workshop for all 
participants to build an arrangement to take 
home. 2. The Augusta Rose Society Spring All-
Arrangements Rose Show will showcase roses 
with the theme “Alice in Aiken: Roses thru the 
Looking Glass” and feature traditional, 
modern, and Oriental-style design classes. 

As in past years, the Augusta Rose Society will 
participate in the Aiken Garden Show May 19th 
and 20th by sponsoring an American Rose 
Society sanctioned all-design show. This year 
the show will be in the parlor at the museum, 
which will provide natural light through 
windows on three sides of the room, plus lots of 
exhibit space. To encourage our rose growers to 
try their hands at arrangements, noted 
designers Bill Patterson, Susan Waites, and 
Karen Oliver will provide a morning of 
instruction and demonstration to participants, 
concentrating on table designs suitable for 
dining, entry, and buffet tables. The instructors 

mailto:pamkolb@atlanticbb.net
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combine knowledge of both American Rose 
Society and National Garden Clubs design 
principals and will discuss how they are similar 
and different.  After a catered lunch, each 
participant will receive two (2!) dozen roses of 
their color choice to create a design with a 
container they bring and can take home.  

The instructors will be there to consult, advise, 
and adjust as the participants wish. These 
workshops have been very popular in the past 
and have always had a full quota (20) of 
students, many of whom we hope will 
participate in the May show. In anticipation of 
generating new rose show arrangers with this 
class, the May show schedule will have a really 
fun class title for the beginners’ class that is 
open only to arrangers that have not won an 
ARS trophy ribbon! 

 

So what about the May Show? Arrangers 
should start by getting the May 19, 2017 date 
on their calendars and plan to spend 2 days at 
the show. Friday, the design entries will be 8-
10 AM, followed by judging. After placing 
arrangements, designers can elect to clerk for 
the judging team, or visit the dozens of garden 
supply booths on the grounds, or visit the 
bonsai exhibit on the grounds, or buy show 
tickets to head out to the ten private gardens on 
tour during the show. The ballroom will host a 
speaker each day and nationally-known topiary 
artist Pearl Fryar will demonstrate how he does 
his topiary on a potted shrub that will be 
auctioned off after he completes his 
demonstration. 

Now, when it is cold and our rose bushes are 
resting, it is time to plan for showing off those 
roses that will come our way in the Spring. Sign 
up for the workshop February 18th, become 
confident in your design capabilities (and/or 
learn that we are all perpetual learners!), plan 
which classes you intend to enter at the show, 
and join your rose friends awaiting “Alice in 
Aiken”. 

The February 18th Design Workshop is 9AM -4 
PM, costs $25, and includes 2 dozen roses and 
all materials except for the container, which is 
supplied by the student. A catered lunch is 
available for an additional $15. For more 
information about both the workshop and the 
show, contact Pam Kolb, 
pamkolb@atlanticbb.net, 803-643-9542. 

 

SO  MANY  ROSES ----- SO 
LITTLE  SPACE 

by Linda Boland 

Now that I have had a few weeks to rest from 
spraying and deadheading roses, I find myself 
checking out the new introductions and 
pictures from past shows of those varieties I 
loved seeing but have never grown. This past 
year our society was treated to a very nice 
program by Beverly Davis from Spartanburg, 
on planting roses in pots. 

Based on her recommendations, I am 
considering adding a few more pots. Before I 
make my final choices I will check out grower 
recommendations for the highest rated garden 
varieties in the American Rose Society’s 
“Handbook for Selecting Roses”, which sells for 
$5 + shipping and handling at rose.org. I will 
also use the March-April 2016 issue of “The 
American Rose”, which has the yearly ratings 
for top exhibition roses in the US, along with 
the “Roses in Review Garden Ratings”. 

mailto:pamkolb@atlanticbb.net
mailto:bolandl42@me.com
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I will also need to consider the following:  

1) Do I want my roses for landscaping, for 
sharing blooms with friends, for making 
arrangements for the house, hospital, dinner 
parties, or show competition? 

 

My answer is “All of the above.” 

2) Where will I put the pots and how many do I 
want to add? I think I can add two beside the 
front steps and two on the deck and all four 
pots to our existing watering system. The 
ability to water roses in pots almost every day 
is important. 

3) What size/type pots do I want to buy? Large 
pots take more potting mix and more strength 
to handle. The pots also need to be in 
proportion to other elements in the landscape 
and to the house itself. I am going with 
lightweight, medium-sized pots which can be 
found at Big Lots and Tuesday Morning for a 
reasonable price. 

4) What type of roses do I want to add to our 
collection: old garden roses (OGR’s), hybrid 
teas, grandifloras, floribundas, polyanthas, 
climbers, miniatures, minifloras, or shrubs? 
Taking into consideration their planned 
locations, I am ruling out hybrid teas, 
grandifloras and shrubs because of the overall 
look I want to achieve and am going with 
miniatures and floribundas. 

5) What color 
roses do I 
want?  I am 
looking for 
yellow or 
yellow blend 
roses and had 
my heart set 
on planting 
The 
Lighthouse, a 
deep yellow 
miniature bred by James A. Sproul, 2009. It is 
a medium size plant with a height from 30” to 
3’ and is almost thornless. Its parents are 
Fairhope and Glowing Amber, both award 
winners. However, looking back over my 
“considerations”, I have rejected it as I am 
looking for more blooms than it seems to 
produce. I am going instead with Hot Tamale 
which has been a consistent winner on show 
tables across the country, has some of the 
bright yellow I am looking for, and is an 
excellent garden rose as well. For my second 
pair of pots, I have chosen a floribunda which 
came on the scene in 1976 and is still holding 
its own on the show table and in the garden.  It 
is called Playboy.  The Playboy color is 
spectacular; but if you prefer pink tones it has a 
mate, Playgirl, which has an even higher rating 
in the rose world.   

Hot Tamale! 

Playboy 

Playgirl 
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When next considering which roses are the best 
ones for your garden, you might want to spend 
some time thinking about the five questions I 
have dealt with here. If you don’t want pots, 
you might want to think about your rose beds 
or about adding a few roses to your existing 
landscape.  Despite having grown roses for 
years, it took me hours just to decide which 
roses to plant in my four pots.  I think you will 
be a lot happier with your rose garden this year 
if you plant those found to be winners in our 
part of the world and the American Rose 
Society has a wealth of information to help 
you make your decisions. 

 

Christmas at the Lodge 

Our December meeting and 
holiday party was 
memorable once again, 
thanks to hosts Carol and 
Dan Hollingsworth and 
their family members 
who help with the event 
each year. The poet that 
wrote “The Night before 
Christmas” must have had 
Carol in mind when he talked 
about careful staging to welcome Christmas 
visitors. The Hollingsworth Lodge glowed with 
firelight, candles, beautiful table settings, 
bountiful and luscious food, live seasonal 
music, and people of good cheer. About 50 of 
our members and guests made the trip to the 
country to share rose memories of the past 
year, talk about 2017 plans for our group, and 
just enjoy the seasonal event.  

Linda Boland made an affectionate and moving 
tribute to Paul Blankenship, thanking him for 
all the many hats he has worn as an officer and 
active member of our group. Although Paul has 
decided to spend more time in his garden and 
is passing along his newsletter hat this year, he 

will continue to be the website administrator 
and general go-to person for the AURS.  

President Jack Ratliff announced new officer 
and board members, welcomed all members 
who were able to attend, introduced two new 
members, and finished up by thanking Carol, 
Don and her family for providing our festive 
party and December meeting place in their 
lovely lodge. It was grrrreat!!!

Events Calendar 
For more a more extensive listing visit... 

deepsouthdistrict.org, or rose.org 

January 20-22, 2017DSD Mid-Winter Meeting 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens 
Sponsored by the Birmingham RS 

January 20-21, 2017 .. CD Mid-Winter Meeting 
Brookstown Inn Hotel, Winston-Salem, NC 
Info Don Myers, rokirose@nc.rr.com 

February 18, 2017 ................... Traditional Table 
Arrangement Workshop 

Instructors: Bill Patterson, Karen Oliver  
& Susan Waites 

Aiken Historical Museum, Aiken SC 
Info Linda Boland, bolandL42@me.com 

 
May 19-20, 2017…………AURS All Arrangements 

Rose Show, Aiken Co. Historical Museum 
Info Linda Boland, bolandL42@me.com 

http://deepsouthdistrict.org/
http://www.rose.org/
http://www.birminghamrose.org/
mailto:rokirose@nc.rr.com
mailto:bolandL42@me.com
mailto:bolandL42@me.com


 

 
 

 

Celebrating Our 57th Year! 
theaugustarosesociety.org 

http://theaugustarosesociety.org/The_Augusta_Rose_Society/Home.html
http://www.theaugustarosesociety.org/The_Augusta_Rose_Society/Home.html
https://www.facebook.com/TheAugustaRoseSociety/
http://coldcreeknurseries.net/index.html
mailto:jimsorganic@comporium.net
http://www.augustalexus.com/?pdsrch=sem_bing_lexus%20augusta_e_4140381356&bknode=BRG
https://www.statefarm.com/agent/US/SC/North-Augusta/Doreen-Cannon-X9GVY1YS000
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